
RESPECTED ABORIGINAL ELDER WINS PRESTIGIOUS 
INAUGURAL CHILD PROTECTION AWARD 

	  
An	  Aboriginal	  elder	  renowned	  for	  her	  lifelong	  dedica1on	  to	  protec1ng	  Indigenous	  children,	  will	  tomorrow	  be	  
named	  the	  inaugural	  winner	  of	  a	  2014	  Queensland	  Child	  Protec1on	  Week	  Award.	  
	  
Aunty	  Di	  Moore	  will	  be	  honoured	  for	  her	  “outstanding	  contribu1on	  to	  addressing	  the	  over-‐representa1on	  of	  
Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  families,	  children	  and	  young	  people	  in	  the	  child	  protec1on	  system”.	  This	  
award,	  new	  in	  2014,	  was	  inaugurated	  to	  focus	  aLen1on	  on	  the	  drama1c	  over-‐representa1on	  of	  Aboriginal	  and	  
Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  children	  within	  this	  system.	  	  
	  
Previous	  Queensland	  Child	  Protec1on	  Week	  Award-‐winners	  include	  Bruce	  &	  Denise	  Morcombe,	  and	  HeLy	  
Johnston.	  
	  
For	  close	  to	  three	  decades,	  Aunty	  Di	  has	  been	  one	  of	  the	  Brisbane	  region’s	  most	  influen1al	  voices	  for	  child	  
protec1on,	  1relessly	  dedica1ng	  herself	  to	  suppor1ng	  Indigenous	  children,	  young	  people	  and	  families.	  	  
	  
Her	  successes	  in	  returning	  children	  from	  care	  to	  their	  own	  families,	  and	  ensuring	  they	  are	  kept	  safe	  there,	  has	  
become	  legendary	  among	  colleagues.	  Peers	  have	  described	  Aunty	  Di	  as	  “a	  rare	  resource”	  and	  say	  that	  her	  
contribu1on	  has	  been	  so	  influen1al	  that	  it	  is	  impossible	  to	  “adequately	  convey	  a	  true	  sense	  of	  her	  achievement	  
on	  behalf	  of	  her	  people	  and	  her	  country”.	  Aunty	  Di	  is	  also	  renowned	  as	  a	  fearless	  advocate	  for	  Indigenous	  
children,	  who	  is	  not	  afraid	  to	  speak	  up	  on	  their	  behalf.	  
	  
“The	  number	  of	  good	  news	  stories	  Aunty	  Di	  has	  been	  a	  part	  of,	  par1cularly	  in	  an	  area	  characterised	  by	  trauma	  
and	  hurt,	  singles	  her	  out	  as	  a	  fiVng	  inaugural	  winner	  of	  this	  award,”	  said	  Queensland	  Child	  Protec1on	  Week	  
Chair,	  Lorraine	  Dupree.	  “This	  is	  par1cularly	  so	  given	  the	  worrying	  sta1s1cs	  around	  the	  over	  representa1on	  of	  
Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  children	  and	  families	  in	  our	  child	  protec1on	  system.”	  
	  
Queensland	  Child	  Protec1on	  Week	  is	  run	  by	  representa1ves	  from	  21	  of	  the	  State’s	  leading	  child	  protec1on,	  
educa1on,	  health	  and	  welfare	  agencies,	  as	  well	  as	  law	  enforcement	  and	  government.	  The	  State	  Government	  
provides	  nearly	  $107,000	  to	  support	  and	  promote	  Queensland	  Child	  Protec1on	  Week.	  	  
	  
More	  than	  100	  events	  will	  be	  held	  during	  the	  week,	  which	  runs	  from	  7-‐13	  September.	  For	  a	  full	  calendar	  of	  
events	  in	  your	  area,	  visit	  hLp://childprotec1onweek.org.au/	  
	  
Further	  informa.on	  
Teresa	  Adamson	  I	  0413	  682	  845	  (enquiries	  at	  all	  other	  1mes)	  
Caitlin	  King	  QCPW	  Project	  Officer	  I	  0418	  408	  062	  (for	  enquiries	  between	  9am-‐3pm	  Wed	  3	  Sep)	  
###	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Aunty	  Di	  Moore	  is	  a	  proud	  Aboriginal	  women	  who	  has	  played	  a	  big	  part	  in	  the	  Child	  Protec1on	  arena	  in	  the	  
Brisbane	  Region.	  Her	  input	  and	  guidance	  of	  staff	  at	  IFACSS	  since	  2001	  to	  now	  2014	  can	  only	  be	  described	  as	  
priceless.	  She	  has	  spent	  over	  25	  to	  30	  years	  suppor1ng	  our	  Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  Children,	  
Young	  Persons	  and	  Families.	  
Her	  social,	  cultural	  and	  at	  1mes	  poli1cal	  contribu1on	  Aunty	  Di	  has	  completed	  over	  the	  years	  numerous	  in-‐
house	  training	  sessions	  or	  training	  organised	  by	  the	  Department	  of	  Child	  Safety.	  	  She	  has	  also	  gained	  a	  
Cer1ficate	  IV	  in	  Community	  Services	  (Protec1ve	  Care)	  and	  a	  Diploma	  of	  Community	  Services	  (Protec1ve	  
Interven1on).	  
Aunty	  Di’s	  knowledge	  of	  the	  Brisbane	  Aboriginal	  and	  Torres	  Strait	  Islander	  community	  allowed	  us	  the	  ability	  to	  
understand	  the	  family	  connec1ons	  and	  this	  is	  a	  rare	  resource	  that	  we	  hold.	  Through	  advice	  from	  Aunty	  Di	  we	  
held	  community	  informa1on	  sessions,	  aLend	  community	  events	  and	  supported	  other	  organisa1on’s	  in	  their	  
plight	  for	  rights	  and	  funding.	  
Aunty	  Di	  also	  can	  get	  frustrated	  at	  1mes	  with	  workers	  not	  understanding	  roles	  but	  she	  is	  happy	  to	  give	  advice	  
to	  anyone.	  
Aunty	  Di	  has	  exhibited	  a	  commitment	  to	  advoca1ng	  for	  our	  Children,	  Young	  People	  and	  Families,	  building	  a	  
strong	  case	  through	  her	  understanding	  and	  knowledge	  of	  legisla1on	  and	  processes.	  Her	  ability	  to	  change	  the	  
Department’s	  thinking	  of	  cases	  comes	  from	  years	  of	  understanding	  and	  the	  respect	  that	  is	  shown	  by	  both	  
par1es.	  
In	  so	  many	  ways	  Aunty	  Di	  is	  a	  truly	  gimed	  ’teacher’	  and	  educator	  ...	  a	  1reless	  facilitator	  and	  powerful	  	  worker	  in	  
her	  own	  right,	  she	  was	  not	  seVng	  out	  to	  change	  people,	  as	  she	  believed	  they	  'must	  do	  that	  for	  themselves'.	  	  	  
One	  main	  strength	  is	  she	  encourages	  people	  to	  do	  their	  best	  and	  to	  seek	  change	  where	  change	  is	  needed,	  or	  
wrongs	  were	  apparent.	  However	  she	  also	  advocated	  and	  never	  felt	  disillusioned	  if	  such	  change	  did	  not	  occur	  
overnight.	  
In	  her	  role	  as	  Manager	  of	  IFACSS	  in	  2006/2007	  Aunty	  Di	  reviewed	  the	  Recognised	  En1ty	  Program	  and	  made	  
changes	  to	  suit	  the	  Departments	  processes.	  	  
In	  2007	  Aunty	  Di	  stood	  down	  from	  the	  Managers	  role	  and	  concentrated	  on	  the	  R.E.	  Team	  Leader’s	  role.	  From	  
2007	  to	  2013	  Aunty	  Di	  played	  a	  part	  in	  developing	  resources,	  building	  rapport	  with	  Department	  and	  advoca1ng	  
for	  her	  community	  and	  families.	  
	   
Award categories are listed over on the next page. Or simply visit www.childprotectionweek.org.au for 
further information on the awards, including nomination forms. 
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7	  -‐	  13	  September	  2014	  
ISSUED	  UNDER	  EMBARGO	  	  I	  	  EMBARGO	  EXPIRES	  1PM	  THURSDAY	  4	  SEPTEMBER	  


