
Qld Child Protection Week Award 
winners announced toMORROW 

Winners have protected thousands from abuse & neglect 
•  Queensland’s	
  highest	
  child	
  protec3on	
  honours	
  
•  >100	
  Australian	
  children	
  classified	
  as	
  abuse/neglect	
  vic3ms	
  daily	
  in	
  2011/121	
  
•  A	
  record	
  9	
  categories	
  awarded	
  in	
  2014	
  
•  Previous	
  winners	
  include	
  Bruce	
  &	
  Denise	
  Morcombe,	
  and	
  HeIy	
  Johnston	
  
	
  
A	
  real	
  life	
  ‘angel’,	
  a	
  volunteer	
  who’s	
  given	
  40,000	
  giM	
  packs	
  to	
  help	
  comfort	
  children	
  fleeing	
  abuse,	
  neglect	
  and	
  
violence,	
  a	
  whole	
  school	
  staff	
  from	
  a	
  small	
  primary	
  school	
  where	
  30%	
  of	
  kids	
  are	
  at-­‐risk	
  of	
  psychiatric	
  
disability,	
  and	
  the	
  man	
  who	
  –	
  literally	
  –	
  is	
  quoted	
  in	
  child	
  protec3on	
  and	
  social	
  work	
  textbooks	
  …	
  
	
  
These	
  are	
  the	
  homegrown	
  child	
  protec3on	
  heroes	
  who	
  will	
  be	
  honoured	
  tomorrow	
  aMernoon,	
  during	
  the	
  
2014	
  Queensland	
  Child	
  Protec3on	
  Week	
  Awards	
  ceremony.	
  
	
  
2014’s	
  award	
  winners	
  are	
  drawn	
  from	
  a	
  wide	
  cross	
  sec3on	
  of	
  the	
  community,	
  and	
  include	
  Indigenous	
  leaders,	
  
school,	
  voluntary	
  and	
  regional	
  workers,	
  a	
  foster-­‐carer	
  ar3st	
  and	
  a	
  student	
  protec3on	
  officer	
  whose	
  remit	
  
includes	
  the	
  protec3on	
  oversight	
  of	
  71,000	
  school	
  aged	
  children	
  in	
  137	
  schools	
  across	
  South	
  East	
  Queensland.	
  
	
  
The	
  Queensland	
  Child	
  Protec3on	
  Week	
  Awards	
  cover	
  professional,	
  voluntary,	
  regional	
  and	
  educa3on	
  
ini3a3ves,	
  youth	
  and	
  community	
  categories,	
  along	
  with	
  media	
  and	
  communica3ons.	
  New	
  in	
  2014	
  is	
  an	
  award	
  
for	
  work	
  addressing	
  Indigenous	
  over-­‐representa3on	
  in	
  the	
  child	
  protec3on	
  sector.	
  Residents	
  from	
  the	
  
Bundaberg	
  Region,	
  which	
  endured	
  a	
  natural	
  flood	
  disaster	
  last	
  year,	
  have	
  won	
  two	
  awards.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  awards	
  come	
  as	
  abuse	
  and	
  neglect	
  rates	
  rise	
  na3onally.	
  By	
  contrast	
  with	
  the	
  Federal	
  Royal	
  Commission	
  
into	
  sexual	
  abuse	
  –	
  which	
  con3nues	
  to	
  spotlight	
  shocking	
  historic	
  crimes	
  commiIed	
  against	
  children	
  –	
  these	
  
awards	
  highlight	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  human	
  nature.	
  
	
  
“Keeping	
  children	
  safe	
  is	
  everybody’s	
  business	
  and	
  these	
  awards	
  honour	
  those	
  who’ve	
  stepped-­‐up	
  and	
  given	
  
their	
  all	
  to	
  protect	
  our	
  children,”	
  said	
  Queensland	
  Child	
  Protec3on	
  Week	
  Chair,	
  Lorraine	
  Dupree,	
  a	
  long	
  3me	
  
protec3on	
  leader.	
  
	
  
“Rates	
  of	
  substan3ated	
  child	
  abuse	
  and	
  neglect	
  have	
  risen	
  across	
  the	
  na3on,”	
  Ms	
  Dupree	
  said.	
  
	
  
“At	
  the	
  frontline	
  of	
  Queensland’s	
  responses	
  are	
  today’s	
  award	
  winners,	
  who’ve	
  helped	
  protect	
  thousands	
  of	
  
Queensland	
  children.	
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Qld Child Protection Week Award winners CONT. 
	
  
	
  
“By	
  stepping-­‐in	
  and	
  stepping-­‐up,	
  these	
  ordinary	
  Queenslanders	
  illustrate	
  the	
  life-­‐changing	
  impact	
  individuals	
  
can	
  make	
  when	
  they	
  decide	
  to	
  make	
  child	
  protec3on	
  their	
  business.”	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  awards’	
  ceremony	
  will	
  be	
  hosted	
  by	
  the	
  Communi3es,	
  Child	
  Safety	
  and	
  Disability	
  Services	
  Minister,	
  Tracy	
  
Davis,	
  at	
  Queensland’s	
  Parliamentary	
  Annex,	
  from	
  1-­‐3pm	
  tomorrow.	
  	
  
	
  
Queensland	
  Child	
  Protec3on	
  Week,	
  which	
  runs	
  from	
  7-­‐13	
  September,	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  officially	
  launched	
  at	
  the	
  
ceremony.	
  
	
  
More	
  than	
  100	
  community	
  ac3vi3es	
  and	
  events	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  during	
  during	
  Queensland	
  Child	
  Protec3on	
  Week	
  
–	
  7-­‐13	
  September	
  –	
  from	
  the	
  Torres	
  Strait,	
  to	
  the	
  outback,	
  to	
  inner	
  city	
  Brisbane.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  week	
  is	
  run	
  by	
  a	
  commiIee	
  comprising	
  represen3ng	
  21	
  child	
  protec3on,	
  educa3on,	
  health	
  and	
  welfare	
  
agencies,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  law	
  enforcement	
  and	
  government	
  departments.	
  The	
  State	
  Government	
  provides	
  nearly	
  
$107,000	
  to	
  support	
  and	
  promote	
  the	
  week.	
  	
  
	
  
Visit	
  hIp://childprotec3onweek.org.au/	
  for	
  further	
  details	
  
	
  
Further	
  informaHon	
  
Teresa	
  Adamson	
  I	
  0413	
  682	
  845	
  (enquiries	
  at	
  all	
  other	
  3mes)	
  
Caitlin	
  King	
  QCPW	
  Project	
  Officer	
  I	
  0418	
  408	
  062	
  (for	
  enquiries	
  between	
  9am-­‐3pm	
  Wed	
  3	
  Sep)	
  
###	
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. http://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/relationships/alarm-at-soaring-number-of-kids-in-foster-care/story-fnet0he2-1226592799589  
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