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Morcombes
lead way
for children

Holly Brennan

TIHE Danicel Morcombe tragedy has
meanl that across Australia child protec-
lion is in the forefront ol people’s minds.

And they are talking about many
aspeets ol Daniel’s slory; the Tact thal
such cruelty exists and that a child on
his way to buy presents lor his [amily
can be taken forever.

In the child-protection sector we are
talking about how the Morcombe
family looks beyond its loss and works
lo change the world [or all children.

Statistics show a child is physically,
emolionally or sexually abused every
12 minutes in Australia. The Australian
Institute of Family Studies dala shows
there were 280,437 suspected cases of
child abuse in Australia in 2009-2010),
More than 46,000 cases involving
31,295 children 6218 of them in
Queensland  were proven,

The AlFS's National Child Protec-
lion Clearing House publishes the
findings of numerous academie studics
showing thal up 1o 10 per cenl ol adult
respondents reporl being  physically
abused as children and up to 17 per cent
say they were emolionally abused.

A number of the studies also show
high rales of sexual abuse, with one
reporting up to 36 per cent of women
surveved claimed 1o have been sexually
abused when young,

Perhaps more mind-blowing was the
resull of a Nalional Association lor
Prevention of Child Abusc and Neglect
survey of 22,000 adulls lasl year which
found less than half would report
suspected  child  abuse. Reasons  in-
cluded “not wanting to upsct the
parents”, “heing wrong” and “it's not
my business”.

The theme of Child Protection Week
Queensland is: “Prolecting children is
cveryone’s business.” And, as we pausc
lo wish the besl for the Morcombes, a
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family touched divectly by child abuse,
it’s important lo understand Two things.

Onge is a child is much more likely to
be abused or neglected by someone
lhey know Lhan by a stranger it is
more likely to be a parent, step-parent,
grandparent, coach, teacher, priest or
fellow student abusing a child than the
slrange man in Lthe trench coal.

Second, it vou sce signs ol possible
neglect or abuse, it is your business and
there is a lot you can do to prevent a
child being hurt.

We can all take the lime to teach
children how to bhe sale with other
people. offline and ontine. We can
observe signs something is wrong and
listen to and believe children when
they show or tell us what’s going on.

II' vou're worried about a child, do
somcething. This could mean actively
observing a child; having genltle age-
appropriate discussions with a child;
using evidence-based resources in vour
childeare centre or school; or conlacl
ing child-safety services.

Il you suspect a child is being
harmed, report it.

I'rom Sundayv to September 11, thou-
sands of people around Queensland
witl be involved in Child Protection
Week activities which aim to start
conversalions about keeping children
safe. The grim figures on child abusc
are a nalional disgrace,

The conversalion aboul what we can
all do to help is one that everyone can

join. If the Morcombes can do his,

what’s stopping the rest of us?

Holly Brennan is chairwoman of the Child
Protection Week Queensland Committee.

If you suspect a child is being harmed,
contact Child Safety on 1800177 135 or, if
a childisin immediate danger, phone the
police on 000.

Ref: 114207673



